
 7th Grade Summer Reading Titles: Please choose a novel from the list and read it over the summer. 
Please keep a journal and reflect on the following…   

1. The beginning, middle and end.  
2. What is the setting of the story and how does it aid in the novel?  
3. List the characters of the story and explain their personality and their role in the novel.  
4. List at least ten new words to you from the novel and their definitions. Write down the page 

number and sentence where each new word is used.  
5. Find a quote that summarizes your novel. Use the internet to help with ideas and the theme 

as well. Theme examples: friendship, love, greed, jealousy, family.  
6. Find a theme in your novel, and explain it using details from your novel for support.  

 
 
Claudette Colvin: Twice Towards Justice by Phillip Hoose  
Presents the life of the Alabama teenager who played an integral but little-known role in the 
Montgomery bus strike of 1955-1956, once by refusing to give up a bus seat, and again, by becoming 
a plaintiff in the landmark civil rights case against the bus company. 
 
The Perilous Donner Party by Marian Calabro 
Uses materials from letters and diaries written by survivors of the Donner Party to relate the 
experiences of that ill-fated group as they endured horrific circumstances on their way to California in 
1846-47. 
 
Fourth Down and Inches: Concussions and Football's Make-or-Break Moment by Carla Killough 
McClafferty 
Offers a look at the origins of football and the latest research on concussion and traumatic brain 
injuries in the sport. 
 
A Dog’s Purpose: Ellie’s Story by W. Bruce Cameron 
Trained as a search-and-rescue dog since puppyhood, Ellie can track and find people who are 
physically lost, but it is her owners, widower Jakob and lonely Maya, who challenge her to find a way 
to save people who are lost in other ways. 
 
The Boy Who Dared by Susan Campbell Bartoletti 
In October, 1942, seventeen-year-old Helmuth Hubener, imprisoned for distributing anti-Nazi leaflets, 
recalls his past life and how he came to dedicate himself to bring the truth about Hitler and the war to 
the German people. 
 
The Iron King by Julie Kagawa 
When her half-brother is kidnapped, Meghan Chase, who has recently learned that she is the 
daughter of the summer faery king, must journey into a strange world she never imagined to face an 
unknown enemy and save those she loves. 
 
Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson 
In vivid poems that reflect the joy of finding her voice through writing stories, an award-winning 
author shares what it was like to grow up in the 1960s and 1970s in both the North and the South. 



 
Between Shades of Grey by Ruta Sepetys 
In 1941, fifteen-year-old Lina, her mother, and brother are pulled from their Lithuanian home by 
Soviet guards and sent to Siberia, where her father is sentenced to death in a prison camp while she 
fights for her life, vowing to honor her family and the thousands like hers by burying her story in a jar 
on Lithuanian soil. Based on the author's family, includes a historical note. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Under the Egg by Laura Marx Fitzgerald  
Her grandfather's dying words lead thirteen-year-old Theodora Tenpenny to a valuable, hidden 
painting she fears may be stolen, but it is her search for answers in her Greenwich Village 
neighborhood that brings a real treasure. 
 
Infinity by Sherrilyn Kenyon 
Fourteen-year-old sarcastic, street-savvy Nick is drawn into the world of the Dark-Hunters, but must 
hide his participation in the battle against werewolves, vampires, and zombies from his mother and 
high school principal. 
 
A Monster Calls by Patrick Ness  
Thirteen-year-old Conor awakens one night to find a monster outside his bedroom window, but not 
the one from the recurring nightmare that began when his mother became ill--an ancient, wild 
creature that wants him to face truth and loss. 
 
Ship Breaker by Paolo Bacigalupi  
In a futuristic world, teenaged Nailer scavenges copper wiring from grounded oil tankers for a living, 
but when he finds a beached clipper ship with a girl in the wreckage, he has to decide if he should 
strip the ship for its wealth or rescue the girl. 
 
Mockingbird by Kathryn Erskine  
Ten-year-old Caitlin, who has Asperger's Syndrome, struggles to understand emotions, show 
empathy, and make friends at school, while at home she seeks closure by working on a project with 
her father. 
 
When I was the Greatest by Jason Reynolds 
Avoiding the violence that has given his neighborhood a bad name, urban youth Ali spends busy days 
attending school, boxing and helping his family while looking out for a troublesome friend and a 
Tourette's-afflicted brother only to be brutally targeted in the aftermath of a misunderstanding. 
 


